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MCI Telecommunications
Corporation

1801 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20006
2028872551
FAX 202 887 2676

August 15, 1997

Mary L. Brown
Senior Policy Counsel
Federal Law and Public Policy

OR\G\NAl
Mr. William F. Caton, Acting Secretary ,f)l~

Federal Communications Commission 'I.,.:;!t:-;: 1"/,
1919 M Street, NW Room 222 '''','/.
Washington, DC 20554

Re: Ex Parte Presentation in CC Docket No. 97-137

Dear Mr. Caton:

1
A ','7I l. "

On August 14, 1997, MCI submitted an ex parte reflecting its current understanding of
Ameritech's position on our ability to order unbundled elements in combination. On
August 15, 199, Ameritech provided to MCI further clarification of its views. Attached for
your convenience is MCl's ex parte letter and the letter we received from Ameritech
today.

We wish to update the record to reflect Ameritech's current policy statement on
combination of elements, and note that the letter raises several disturbing issues that
directly affect MCl's ability to enter local markets. Based on our reading of the Ameritech
letter, MCI would no longer be able to order simple combinations of loop and unbundled
elements, which we have ordered in the past and Ameritech has processed.

Two copies of this Notice are being submitted to the Secretary of the FCC in accordance
with Section 1.1206(a)(1) of the Commission's rules.

Sincerely,

~.z~_
Ma£Brown

Attachment

cc: Tom Boasberg (Office of Chairman Hundt)
Kathy Franco (Office of Commissioner Chong)
Jim Casserly (Office of Commissioner Ness)
Paul Gallant (Office of Commissioner Quello)
Carol Mattey (CCB)
Richard Metzger (CCB)
Blaise Scinto (CCB)
Melissa Waksman (CCB)
John Nakahata (OGC)
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Thlla lett.r il in r_pon.. to your Auguet e, 1907lettwto Nell.Cox. """ N.!I dlscu.sed
with you on Aug~tt 4, "merMlld1 believe. thet tMie ."10"" of th. 'MtMco"neetlo"
Agreementt that l1tqutre Anwrituch to co,"bl~ th. incMvldual~f'kSlement. tt\al
oompn•• I NI1WOtk EI.",.... COlT\btn81lon .. Incantl-.nt'" tl19 r~nt ct.d'ion of
the U.S Couri 0' Appeal, fw the Eigh.t, Circuit. Ametltech wti ...1I: modi1lcatjol'l of t"C
lnt.reonnectton ~O,...rNIftt. to rafted tn..t dec~.ion, contitWflt *,*h the terms of those
IntertonMCtlol'1 Ag....""....

However, for the. r..eon.ltI-.ct beIew. AmerikK:tl doet not bell4lw that Mel "35
prOp41rly p1.~ or.rt for whit Met c.lll ttl' -Networff Element PIltfonn" u~der 1he
existing terms of the Int.~lon Agr.,mQl1ts betwll" QUfClOfTlp.n'" "li you
kl'low, 1he I"t.rconneetlon ......,.,...nt8, Secijon Ind SCNd~ '.3,~, rtQul,. Ameritech
to provide lhree types or NIltWOIk ele,,"8nl COtTtblnetl... The·"Netwot1< E~m.nt

""tform" ComblnQtlon thlt Mel h•• ordered Is not Of'\.fllthe th"..~rk (Iement
Combinatlonsllst.d on Sehtdul. 0.3.04. From whit Alurhctt~"de.e'mi"'. from
Mel'a order, Mel !'let orde'*i onl:; two unbundledN~ .,."••. the Loop and
U....bundl.d local SVlIItching. Tl'1u•. Mel's "N.tWCl'k Element ~orm" order is not the
nrtt listed Combination, Unbundled Netwot1c !lemen1 PtIIformWtth ()pet.tor Ser~ic~
end Directory A••iat.nce.1inee Mel h•• ordered only two of.,. Meted N4twQrk
Elementl reQu,red ul'lder t....l Combinl,lo". aeeau.. the Mc:ara combinatlon Cloe& not'
cortteii" UMblJndled Local Switching, Ind ttte ttllrd comblnltion'" not CGfttall'l it loop
Nttwo\1( elem.nt, MCI'. or~ .re ngt ord.r, for ehfof thoR Combiml_tlon,. ror
that reason. Mel's .,,.,. for Its "Network Element PIItIatm· .,.lneoMsl'tenl with the
Inter(:on~Qfl Ag1',.mentllind cannot beprQCftlId.t .... IIIN,

..



AUG-1S-97 lS'S0 FROM, J+8

.AUG. -IS' ~7IPRI) 1406 AilS LEGAL

Thef8.. I<. fI.u«t>eetl
A\,Igutt 15, t997
P8gt :2

DC

T£L:312 59S 1504

., .

PAGE 4

P.003

11"1 ..tdiLlon, Mel h•• not identified ttl. method it wlll a.. to ....AmeriMeh'. Network
Elements••• 1, requlrld In ~o,. 9.1.1 of thel"~ Agretmerrtl, Nor has
Me, provided InfonMtlOl"l .bout t~~rkEtement. (•.g., type ~MNIc. al1d
engineering end routing~) thlt Mel Is~ to providt pUnJu8nt to
Sedion 1 1 0' ScMciu. 9.5 of tht Inteteonnedion ......m••,

Amunteeh will ~mptly P")CI" Me,.. pro~y-p'aCldCrcllrt for NftWQrk Elements
COf'IS;,tent with the t.rm. or tht Intlfeonnt(ltion Ag_ment.. "M¢I nIIedIaslilt• .,'Ct!'
to this rag_rd, pt,eIM c.t1 me or Mel's Account DirectCt'. DorIl\oIl.•nd we will be glad
to provide IUd'\ ..1Itance.

te: NeU E. Cox

sa 39~d
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MCI Telecommunications
Corporation

1801 Pennsylvania Avenue. NW
Washlllgton. DC 20006
202 887 2551
FAX 202 887 2676

Mary l. Brown
Senior Policy Counsel
Federal Law and Public Policy

August 14, 1997

William F. Caton
Acting Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M St NW Room 222
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Ex Parte Presentation in CC Docket No. 97-137

Dear Mr. Caton:

MCI is submitting the attached letter in response to a request from Commissioner Ness's
office. The letter reflects MCl's current understanding of Ameritech's position that the
recent decision in Iowa Utilities Board y FCC permits Ameritech to refuse future orders
for combinations of elements. The "platform" orders referenced in the letter are orders
that MCI has submitted for combinations of elements that are ordinarily and routinely
offered by Ameritech to its customers. Despite our request for a letter that would confirm
our understanding, Ameritech has not yet responded.

Sincerely,

~L8-
Maa.Brown

cc: James Casserly (Commissioner Ness's office)
Tom Boasberg (Chairman Hundt's office)
Paul Gallant (Commissioner QueUo's office)
Kathleen Franco (Commisisoner Chong's office)
Carol Mattey (CCB)
Richard Metzger (CCB)
Blaise Scinto (CCB)
Melissa Waksman (CCB)
John Nakahata (OGC)
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Mel
Me. relecommunlcatlon., Inc.

8750 We.t Bryn Mewr, Suite 1010
Chicago. IL 80831
773·766·3838 F8X# 173·7&...8555

Therese K. Fauerbal:h
Vice Pr(l$,dont/b_ocullv,) Dl'oclO'

Cenlral Region F,n"''';lill OlJtil"I"')"~

August 8, 1997

Neil Cox
President ofA.U.S.
Ameritech
350 N. Orleans
3nJ Floor
Chicago, IL 60654

SENT VIA FAK

Dear Neil:

At our 8/4/97 Mel/AIlS bi-weekly executive meetins. you fibBed the status ofMel's
Network Platform Orders. I understood you to explain that~ upon the recent Slh

Circuit Court order, AIT/AIIS would no longer accept and pn;eeBs Mel's Network
Platfonn orders. This letter·is to confirm my understanding that Ameritech's policy, as of
8/4/97, is that no new platfbnn orders will be accepted.

To the extent this statement ofAmeritech's policy is not COt"l"eCt, I request a written
response that provides a corrected and complete position ~ent. I would appreciate a
prompt response by Wedn~y,AUjUSt 13, 1997.

Sincerely,

~ If. JIJ.J,~/.cK.

TKF/ck


